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Alternative and renewable energy sources
are critical to the diversity necessary for a
sound energy policy. Wind, solar,
hydropower, biomass, waste coal and other
renewable and alternative energy sources are
significant contributors to our energy
portfolio in Pennsylvania, and will continue
to be into the future. The state’s electric
competition act encourages consumers to
choose their electric suppliers, and we need
to encourage consumers to make choices
that meet their needs and their priorities.
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jobs, attract outside capital investment,
provide needed financial opportunities for
landowners and truly move us toward energy
independence. We have a tremendous
economic and clean energy opportunity
before us—along with an obligation to
develop the resource in a responsible and
environmentally safe manner.

The most pressing concern we face is
ensuring that Pennsylvania’s citizens and
employers have access to both affordable
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Pat Henderson on the role of the Marcellus Shale industry in the state’s energy policy

The Marcellus Shale natural gas play is the
opportunity of a lifetime. It is a cornerstone
of the Commonwealth’s economic recovery.
Pennsylvania is blessed to sit atop of a
resource that is helping to create and retain

and reliable energy sources. We need to
ensure that the regulatory standards in place
are practical, protective of our citizens’ health
and safety, respect the environment and
encourage the development of our
indigenous energy resources. We must also
develop the physical infrastructure necessary
to get energy from those who produce it to
those who need it.

To have a smart energy policy, we need to
understand the basics: where it comes from,
how we get energy to those who need it,
and how our choices impact it. Expanding
our understanding of energy will lead to
increased efficiency and appreciation of how
energy impacts our lives every day.

The nature of relationships with the public,
legislature, industry and environmental
groups will be one of accessibility and
transparency, reflective of the governor’s
vision for smart and effective policy making.
No one group has a monopoly on good
ideas, and we all have an interest in making
sure that Pennsylvania succeeds. ¢
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